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Scale
Calm

SCHEDULE No. 4
THE BEAUFORT SCALE3

Velocities:           Pressures:

Miles per hour  Lbs. per sq. ft.

0-02

1.    Light air .        .          4

2.    Light breeze     .          7

3.    Gentle breeze   .        10

4.    Moderate breeze        14

5.    Fresh breeze     .        19

6.    Strong breeze   .        25

7.    Moderate gale  .        31

8.    Fresh gale        .        37

9.    Strong gale      .        44

10.    Whole gale      .        53

11.    Storm      .        .        64

12.    Hurricane.        .        77

0-19

0*37
0*67
1-16

1-90
2-81

3-87

5-27
7-40

10-40

14-40

Apparent Effect
May cause smoke to move

from the vertical.
Moves the leaves of trees.
Moves small branches of

trees and blows up dust.

Good sailing breeze and
makes white caps.

Sways   trees   and   breaks
small branches.

Dangerous for sailing ves-
sels.

Prostrates   exposed   trees
and frail houses.

13.    Adelie Blizzard      100-200

From about 23. Said  to prostrate  every-
thing.

second essential -was to lean against the wind at the correct angle,
when some progress could be made by pushing hard enough.
Hurley's photographs show men at incredible angles, the head
being level with the hips.
This record wind velocity was only one of the dire elements in
life at Cape Denison, the second being the drift snow. We read
that " In thick drift, one's face inside the funnel of the Burberry
helmet became rapidly packed with snow, which, by the warmth
of the skin and breath, was changed into a mask of ice " ; this
looked perfectly ghastly and was difficult to remove without injury
to the face. The velocity of the wind exceeded 90 miles an hour
several times in April, but this was only the preliminary canter
before the winter. On May i ith the average for the 24 hours was
80 m.p.h. and extra struts were put into the roof of the hut. On
the 15th the average was 90 m.p.h. for the whole 24 hours ; and
on May 24th the big guns of the blizzard bombarded the station
with gusts having momentary velocities of nearly 200 miles an hour.
1 See "The Home of the Blizzard," I, 114.